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repeat their labour next day without any sign of fatigue, and
have likewise remarked that, like unto their beasts, when food
and water have been plenty their chops were never still,
but can in proportion to their strength go as long without
either.
We saw tonight two or three scorpions very large and
black, which are the worst sort and their stings are dangerous;
but this is the only time throughout the journey that any
have appeared, nor have we seen a snake but once, tho' said
to be common. As to the other animals \ve found only hares
(which in some places are plenty) and lately a small creature
called a Jabous1, whose body, size, and shape is most like a
ground rat, but the head rounder and eyes very large and
protuberant. The tail is long and has a bush at the end; but
the greatest singularity of this animal is his legs, the fore
ones not exceeding two inches and those behind are above
eight, which enables him to proceed forward with incredible
celerity.
Sept. yd. We mounted this morning early, and a few
hours after passed by a tribe of Arabs under their tents, which
occasioned our caravan to travel close and with their arms
in readiness, being, as they told us, necessary, tho' the others
were professedly friends. These wanderers of the desart
remain sometimes on or near one spot for a whole season,
and these cultivate gourds, cucumbers and such like vege-
tables; and the remains of these miserable plantations we
met with three or four times in our journey.
We baited about noon, and proceeded till five. Course
more easterly. The country level, sandy and bare. The wind
blowing strong at N.W. was equally troublesome as before
mentioned, and in so much that I declare for my own part
I had much rather undergo again the whole fatigue we other-
wise endured in the passage than such another day; but with
the setting of the sun the wind abated and we passed the
evening tolerably well till about nine, when we again loaded
and travelled four hours farther.
1 Jaculus Loftusi is the common jerboa of the region, but the large
five-toed Alactaga is also found in the Syrian Desert towards Palmyra.